
 
 

The Florida Society of Interventional Pain Physicians and the Florida Society of Physical Medicine and 

Rehabilitation Present 

Interventional Pain Management 2021 

August 12-15, 2021 

JW Marriott, Tampa, FL 

Program Agenda 
Course Director:  Miguel de la Garza, MD, DABA, DABPM 

THURSDAY, August 12, 2021 

Time Location Topic Faculty 

12:00-8:00 PM  Exhibitors are welcome to set up  

3:00-6:00 PM Fort 

Brooke 

FSIPP Board of Directors Meeting 

Sponsored by Nalu 

By Invitation 

6:00-8:00PM  FSPMR’s First Annual Recruitment for Physiatry 

Event - VIA ZOOM 

Hosted by Andrew L. 

Sherman, MD 

 

*Exhibitors are welcome to set up Thursday, August 12, 2021 – 12:00-8:00 PM 
  



 

 

FRIDAY, August 13, 2021 

 

Time Location Topic Faculty 

7:00-8:00AM HB Plant A-D Industry Sponsored Breakfast Available 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

 Policy  

Moderator:  Deborah Tracy, MD 

8:00-8:10AM HB Plant E-F Welcome  Miguel de la Garza, MD, 

DABA, DABPM 

8:10-8:40AM HB Plant E-F Keynote:  Medicare updates and discussion of 

where are we now and where are we going 

Meredith Loveless, MD and 

Leslie Stevens, MD 

(Virtual) 

8:40-9:40AM HB Plant E-F Review of the new LCDs – Epidural, Facet, etc. Deborah H. Tracy, MD 

9:40-10:15AM HB Plant E-F   Reimbursement Updates for Intrathecal Therapy Navdeep Jassal, MD 

10:15-10:45AM Ybor Ballroom Break and Poster viewing  

10:45-11:15AM HB Plant E-F What’s new in billing for 2021  Judith L. Blaszczyk RN, CPC, 

ACS-PM, ICDCT-CM 

11:15-11:45AM HB Plant E-F Auditing and what to avoid? Judith L. Blaszczk RN, CPC, 

ACS-PM, ICDCT-CM 

11:45-12:15PM HB Plant E-F  Women in Pain Management Moderator:  Andrea Trescot, 
MD 
Panel:  Deborah H. Tracy, 
MD, Vania Fernandez, MD, 
Carrie Steichen, DO,   
Jennifer Bunch, MD, Heather 
Smith-Fernandez, MD 

12:15-1:15 PM HB Plant A-D Industry Sponsored Lunch Symposium Sponsored 

by Boston Scientific 

 

Current Changes in Pain Management 

Moderator: Sanford Silverman, MD 

1:15-1:45PM HB Plant E-F Pharmacy standpoint for prescription refills – 
pressure and direction being given to the 
pharmacy 

Theresa Tolle, BPharm, 

FAPhA, CPESN Florida Lead 

Lumnary,  President-Elect, 

American Pharmacists 

Association 

 
1:45-2:15PM HB Plant E-F Opiate Sparing Techniques and Protocols – In 

patient and Outpatient 

Moderator:  Miguel de la 

Garza, MD, DABA, DABPM 



 
Panel:  George Nassif, Jr., 

DO, FACS, FASCRS, Nirav 

Gupta, DO, Louis M. Guzzi, 

MD 

2:15-3:15PM HB Plant E-F Keynote speaker – Politics:  Overdose Deaths 

related to COVID 

Project Opioid Task Force: 

Andrae Bailey, CEO and Tony 

Jenkins 

3:15-3:45PM Ybor Ballroom Break with Exhibits and Poster Viewing  

Regenerative Medicine 

Moderator: Julio Paez, MD 

3:45-4:05PM HB Plant E-F Evidence for Regenerative Medicine Christopher Centeno, MD 

4:05-4:25PM HB Plant E-F Regenerative Techniques Sudhir Diwan, MD 
 

4:25-4:45PM HB Plant E-F FDA Approved Indications for Regenerative 

Medicine;  will payers reimburse for it? 

Sudhir Diwan, MD 

 4:45-5:15PM HB Plant E-F Panel Discussion – Data for Regenerative Medicine Moderator:  Julio C. Paez, 
MD, Panel:  Sudhir Diwan, 
MD, Christopher Centeno, 
MD 

5:15-5:30PM HB Plant E-F Q&A  Moderator:  Julio Paez, MD 
Panel:  Christopher Centeno, 
MD, Sudhir Diwan 

5:30-6:00 PM Ybor Ballroom Cocktails with Exhibitors  

6:00-7:30 PM Ybor Ballroom Special Wine Tasting and Family Event 

Sponsorship Available 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

7:30-8:30 PM HB Plant A-D Meet the FSIPP and FSPMR BODs Residents, 

Fellows and Young Physicians Meet and 

Greet Dessert 

Sponsored by: S and S Billing & Consulting, LLC 

Hosts:  Rene Przkora, MD, 
PhD, Miguel de la Garza, MD, 
DABA, DABPM, Navdeep S. 
Jassal, MD, Vania Fernandez, 
MD, Michael F. Esposito, MD 
and Arpit Patel, MD  

 

  



 

SATURDAY, August 14, 2021 

 

Time Location Topic Faculty 

7:00-8:00 AM HB Plant A-D  Breakfast Symposium - sponsorship 

available 

 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

Emerging Technologies in SCS and PNS 

Moderator: Harold Cordner, MD 

8:00-8:30AM HB Plant E-F The Basic Science Behind Stimulation and 

Differentiated Targeted Multiplexed 

Ricardo Vallejo, MD, PhD 

8:30-8:50AM HB Plant E-F Multiple Waveforms - does it matter? Ajay Antony, MD 

8:50-9:10AM HB Plant E-F Overstimulation - is this a cause for failure? Michael F. Esposito, MD 

9:10-9:30AM HB Plant E-F New Indications for Spinal Cord Stimulation Quang Wayne Nguyen, MD 

9:30-10:00AM HB Plant E-F Peripheral Nerve Stimulation   Ken Candido, MD, Kenneth 

Chapman, MD, Raphael Justiz, 

MD 

10:00-10:30AM Ybor Ballroom Break with Exhibits and Poster Viewing  

10:30-11:00AM HB Plant E-F Bringing technology to market 

 

Industry and Physician Innovators:  What does it 

take to go through the Basic Science studies and 

bring a product to market and how can practices 

become involved? 

Ricardo Vallejo, MD, PhD, 

Ramsin Benyamin, MD, 

Peter Staats, MD, MBA 

11:00-11:30AM HB Plant E-F  Genetic Editing (DNA, CRISPER) Ricardo Vallejo, MD, PhD, 
Kenneth D. Candido, MD 

11:30-12:00PM HB Plant E-F  COVID-19 Update:  Epidemiology and MRNA 

vaccines - is unproven technology dangerous? 

 Humam Akbik, MD and Louis 
Guzzi, MD 

12:00-1:00PM HB Plant A-D Industry Sponsored Luncheon Symposium 

Sponsored by Platinum Sponsor: Medtronic 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

 Emerging Technologies 

Moderator: Miguel de la Garza, MD 

1:00-1:30PM HB Plant E-F SI Joint Treatment 

Fusion vs. Ablation vs. Rehabilitation 

 Moderator:  Miguel de la 

Garza, MD, DABA, DABPM,  

 Panel: Sunil Panchal, MD,  



 
Miguel Attias, MD and Jesse 

Lipnick, MD 

1:30-2:00PM HB Plant E-F Feedback Loop Stimulation Nagy Mekhail, MD, PhD 

2:00-2:20PM HB Plant E-F Mild vs. Spacers Harold Cordner, MD 

2:20-2:40PM HB Plant E-F Minimally Invasive Lumbar Decompression, an 
update on the data 

Navdeep Jassal, MD and 

Stanley Golovac, MD 

2:40-3:00PM HB Plant E-F  Emerging Technologies for Fusion  Miguel de la 

Garza, MD, 

DABA, DABPM 

 

3:00-3:30PM Ybor Ballroom Break with Exhibits and Poster Viewing  

3:30-3:50PM HB Plant E-F Basivertebral Nerve Ablation  TBD 

3:50-4:30PM HB Plant E-F FSIPP – the State of the State and Legislative 
Updates 

 

Miguel de la Garza, MD, 
DABA, DABPM and Jon 
Johnson 

4:30-5:00PM HB Plant E-F Panel Discussion – The Future of Pain Medicine Kenneth D. Candido, MD, 

Sudhir Diwan, MD, Peter 

Staats, MD, MBA, Nagy 

Mekhail, MD, PhD  

5:00-5:30PM HB Plant E-F FSIPP Award Presentations 

Champagne Toast 

FSIPP Advocacy Award 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Florida Pain Practitioner of the Year Award 

 

5:30-6:30 PM Ybor Ballroom Cocktail Reception with Exhibits  

6:30-8:30 PM HB Plant A-D Faculty Dinner – Sponsorship Available 

*No CME Credit Hours for this event 

By Invitation 

 

  



 

FSPMR Breakout - Moderated by: Mark Rubenstein, MD 

SATURDAY, August 14, 2021 

Time Location Topic Faculty 

7:00-8:00 AM HB Plant A-D Industry Sponsored Breakfast Symposium 

Sponsorship Available 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

8:30-9:15AM 
Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Challenges and Opportunities for 
Inpatient Rehabilitation Medicine - 
Looking Back at 2020 and Looking 
Forward to the Future 

Kenneth Ngo MD, 

FAAPM&R 

 

9:15-10:00AM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

 A Unique 30-Year PM&R History  Craig H Lichtblau MD PA 
  

 

10:00-10:30AM Ybor Ballroom Break and Poster Viewing  

10:30-11:00 AM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Pelvic Rehabilitation Allyson A Shrikhande MD 

CMO 

 

11:00-12:00PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

KEYNOTE: Healthcare Disparity in PM&R   Maurice G Sholas MD PhD 
 

12:00-1:00 PM HB Plant A-D Industry Sponsored Luncheon Symposium 

Sponsored by Platinum Sponsor: Medtronic 

*No CME credit hours available for this session 

 

1:00-1:30PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Brain Injury Medicine Updates: 

PM&R Perspective on Research and Management 

Bella Chokshi DO 

 

1:30-1:45PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Burn Rehabilitation and Considerations Jonas Santos DO PGY4 

 

1:45-2:00PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Neuropathic Pain in Multiple Sclerosis: Response 

to Intrathecal vs. Epidural Opioid Administration 

Mario Paese, DO PGY3 and 

Richard Morgan, DO PGY3 

2:00-2:15PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

CRPS: Pain Management in a Pediatric Patient Cristina Brea MD, PGY4 and 
Edwin Amirianfar, DO PGY3 

2:15-2:30PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Utilization of Spinal Cord Stimulation in a Patient 

with Bilateral Meralgia Paresthetica 

Andres Gutierrez, MD PGY3 
and Robert Mousselli, DO 
PGY3 

2:30-3:00pm Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Q&A for All Resident Case Presentations with 

Expert Panel 

Colleen M Zittel, MD 
Diana A Hussain, MD 



 
3:00-3:30PM Ybor Ballroom Break with Exhibits and Poster Viewing  

3:30-4:00PM Tampa Bay 
Ballroom Salons 
1-2 

Multi-Disciplinary Management of Spasticity in 

the Pediatric Population 

  Joslyn Gober, DO 

4:30PM  Sessions close  

5:30-6:30 PM Ybor Ballroom Cocktail Reception with Exhibits  

6:30-8:30 PM  FSPM&R Annual Business Meeting and 

Reception 

Sponsored by Medtronic and other Sponsorship 
available 

*No CME Credit Hours for this event 

By Invitation 

 

SUNDAY, August 15, 2021 
 

Time Location Topic Faculty 

7:30-8:00AM Ybor Ballroom Coffee and Registration with the Exhibitors  

Physician Innovators 
Moderator: Harold Cordner, MD 

8:00-8:15AM HB Plant E-F New Technology – Vagal Nerve Stimulation to treat 

COVID 

Peter Staats, MD, MBA 

8:15-8:30AM HB Plant E-F Novel Treatment of COVID Amol Soin, MD 

8:30-8:45AM HB Plant E-F New Applications with Ultrasound Andrea Trescot, MD 

8:45-9:00AM HB Plant E-F  Trailblazing Regenerative Medicine Christopher Centeno, MD 

9:00-9:15AM HB Plant E-F Non-Opiate Pain Therapies in Development Jeff Gudin, MD 

9:15-9:45AM HB Plant E-F Physician Innovation Panel Discussion Peter Staats, MD, MBA, 

Amol Soin, MD, Christopher 

Centeno, MD, Ricardo 

Vallejo, MD, PhD and 

Ramsin Benyamin, MD, Jeff 

Gudin, MD 

The Realities of Practice Management 
Moderator: Maulik Bhalani, MD 

9:45-10:15AM HB Plant E-F Abstract presentations – top 3 presentations Moderator:  Rene Przkora, 

MD, PhD 

10:15-10:45AM HB Plant E-F Introducing new technologies and procedures to 

your practice:  Virtual Reality, Artificial Intelligence 

Patrick J. Tighe, MD, MS, 

Adam J. Woods, PhD 



 
and other frontiers 

10:45-11:05AM HB Plant E-F Acute Treatment of Pain in an Interventional Pain 

Practice 

Andrea Trescot, MD, Julio 

Paez, MD and Miles Day, MD 

11:05-11:30AM HB Plant E-F Managing your Practice and Facing Adversity Moderator:  Maulik Bhalani, 

MD 

Panel:  Kenneth B. Chapman, 

MD, Rafael Justiz, MD, Jason 

E. Pope, MD 

11:30-12:00 HB Plant E-F When and How to Sell Your Practice Ricardo Vallejo, MD, PhD, 

Ramsin Benyamin, MD 

12:00 Noon HB Plant E-F Sessions Close  

 
  



 

SUNDAY, August 15, 2021 

Ultrasound Course at Hotel - 8:30-10:30 

Lab at Tampa Medical School 11:00AM-2:30PM 
 

 
 

Ultrasound Course 
Moderator: Andrea Trescot, MD 

8:30-10:30AM HB Plant E-F 3 stations - 3 ultrasound machines (Live models) Instructors TBD 

    

 

Cadaver Lab  
Tampa Medical School 

Moderator: Miguel de la Garza, MD 

10:30AM  Departures    

11-2:30PM  Minimally Invasive spine - mild 

Peripheral Nerve Stimulation - upper, cervical and 
lower 

SI joint 

Instructors TBD 

Lunch will be served onsite at lab 


